
Directions--- Read the following article and answer the questions on a 
separate piece of paper. Send me a picture of your answers. 

 
Spotting Giraffes 

By Lara Liu and Anne Gardner 
 

The giraffe may be the easiest animal in the world to recognize. With its distinctive spots, 
long neck, and equally long legs, there’s no mistaking this magnificent creature for something 
else. Sadly, the chances of actually seeing one in the wild grow dimmer every year. Giraffes are 
at risk of extinction due to poaching and increased farming, which is shrinking their habitat, in 
their African homeland. In the last 30 years, the giraffe population has decreased by 40 percent. 
In 2016, giraffes were added to the list of threatened and endangered animals. 
 
Amazing Anatomy 
 

Like humans, giraffes have seven neck vertebrae--- only each of the giraffe’s vertebrae 
are more than 10 inches long! Their six-foot-long- necks help them to reach their favorite food, 
leaves from acadia trees. Most animals avoid acadia trees because they have long thorns, but 
giraffes are able to use their long tongues and lips to reach around the thorns. Giraffes also eat 
fruits and flowers from the tops of trees as they roam the African savannah. Their tongues, 
which can be up to twenty inches long, are dark to protect them from sunburn. That’s a good 
thing because giraffes spend most of their day in the sun--- eating. A single giraffe can eat up to 
75 pounds of food per day! 

The height of a giraffe provides an important advantage. Peering out from above the 
grasslands, a giraffe’s excellent eyesight allows it to easily spot predators. Other animals, such 
as zebras and antelope, graze near giraffes so they can be warned when a lion is nearby! 

Besides their long necks and towering legs, which help the giraffe to run at speeds of 35 
miles per hour, giraffes are well-known for their spots. But did you know that no two giraffes 
have the same spots? Like humans, with unique fingerprints, giraffes each have their own spot 
pattern. On the African savannah, with tall grass and trees providing dappled shade, these 
spots help camouflage giraffes from predators. Giraffes’ coat colors vary, from light to tan to 
almost black. The differences reflect where giraffes live and what they eat. 

The giraffe is most certainly well-suited to its natural habitat! 
 
The Lion--- No Longer the Greatest Peril to Giraffes 
 

Lions are the primary natural predator of the giraffe. Healthy adult giraffes, however, are 
often able to evade an attack or protect themselves with their powerful front legs. A single kick 
to the head of a lion can be enough to kill it. Lions are more of a problem for young giraffes, 
called calves. Many calves die from lion attacks during their first year of life. 



Giraffes have to be especially careful of lions when they are bending down to drink 
water. Because their necks can’t reach all the way to the ground, giraffes have to kneel 
awkwardly, which leaves them vulnerable to attack. Giraffes drink only every few days and get 
most of the water they need from the plants they eat. They usually drink in shifts, so at least one 
giraffe is on the lookout. 

For hundreds of years, giraffes have overcome the perils of natural predators. Recently, 
however, the giraffe population has been dwindling due largely to loss of habitat and poaching. 
Only within the last several years has the severity of the giraffes’ plight become commonly 
known. The good news is, we’ve become aware at a time when it is still reversible. 
 
A Giraffe is Born 
 

Giraffes give birth standing up. The calf, when it arrives, comes feet first and is already 
six feet tall. It can stand within an hour. When it gets older, the mother leaves the calf in a 
“nursery” so she can go out and eat and socialize with other mothers. A giraffe “babysitter” 
watches over the young giraffes as they explore their world and develop physical and social 
skills. 

Recently, a giraffe named April gave birth with more than a million people watching. The 
Animal Adventure Park, where April lives, broadcast her pregnancy as well as the baby’s birth 
and first few days of life, over the internet. The owners of the park said they wanted to increase 
awareness about giraffes and their fragile existence. One of the  zookeepers named the calf, 
Tajiri, which is Swahili for hope and confidence. “We have been able to give giraffes a voice,” 
the keeper told a reporter. 

The time has come for us to take action to ensure that these magnificent creatures stay 
with us and continue to roam the African savannah for generations to come. 
 

1. The central message of this passage is _________________________________. 
a. Acadia leaves are the giraffes’ favorite food 
b. Each giraffe has a unique set of spots 
c. The lion is the primary natural predator of the giraffe 
d. The magnificent giraffe is in danger and needs our help 

2. The word poaching, as used in this passage, means ___________________. 
a. Disapproving or taking a dim view of an idea 
b. Cooking an egg in water kept just below the boiling point 
c. Hunting illegally or stealing animals 
d. Hitting a ball in your partner’s territory 

3. The author of this passage would most likely ________________________. 
a. Move to Africa within a year 
b. Believe that lions should be hunted because they kill giraffes 
c. Support enhanced laws to protect giraffes from poaching 
d. Support bringing all giraffes to zoos where people can protect them 

4. The word primary, as used in primary predator, means _______________________. 



a. A meeting of voters to nominate a candidate 
b. Of the most significance or importance 
c. Relating to primary school 
d. A set of colors from which other colors can be mixed 

5. In which of the following ways are giraffes well-suited to the savannah? 
a. Their spots provide camouflage 
b. Their height helps them see predators approaching 
c. Their neck enables them to eat leaves off the tops of trees 
d. All of the above 

6. Do you think Spotting Giraffes is a good title for this passage? Why or why not? Use 
details from the passage to support your answer. 

7. Joe said, “If giraffes really were well-suited to their natural habitat, they wouldn’t be 
endangered.” Do you agree with Joe? Why or why not? 


